[Concurrent radiotherapy combined with carboplatin and etoposide in limited stage small cell lung cancer].
To observe the effect of concurrent radiotherapy combined with carboplatin and etoposide in limited stage small cell lung cancer. Ninety patients with limited stage small cell lung cancer were randomized into two groups, concurrent treatment group (group A) and sequential treatment group (group B). All the patients in two groups received radiotherapy (60 Gy in 6 weeks) and six courses of chemotherapy (carboplatin and etoposide). Radiotherapy was started in the first course of chemotherapy in group A. Patients of group B were treated by radiation between the fourth and the fifth course of chemotherapy. The median survival time was 26 months in group A and 19 months in group B. The 5-year survival rate was 27% in group A and 16% in group B. The major toxic reactions were grade III-IV myelosuppression. The differences of two groups were significant (P < 0.05). Concurrent radiotherapy combined with carboplatin and etoposide can significantly improve median survival time and 5-year survival rate of patients with limited stage small cell lung cancer.